
REGISTRATION DETAILS 

 

□ Saturday 25th July 2009 
or 
□ Sunday 26th July 2009 
Please tick box of preferred day 
 

Note that the ideal group size is 15 places per day however 
registrations will need some flexibility.  Please ensure you book 
early to avoid disappointment. 
 
 

Name:_______________________________________ 
 
Organisation/business:  _________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________ 
 
________________________________P/code_______ 
 
Telephone/ ___________________________________ 
 
Mobile: _____________________________________ 
 
Email: ______________________________________ 
 

Special needs: Please specify (eg, access or diet – we do 
our utmost to ensure your needs are catered for.):  
 
____________________________________________ 
 

REGISTRATION: 
 $550 x ..…  = $______ 
(Includes comprehensive notes valued at over $160) 
 
 

 TOTAL REMITTED $ ______ 
 

Lunch, Morning and Afternoon Tea 
Provided 

 
CANCELLATIONS: A $50 non-refundable booking fee 
applies to any cancellations. 
 

 

FARM READY APPROVED 
FRTC0379 

 
 

WORKSHOP PAYMENT: 
 
With only 15 places available for each workshop, it is 
strongly recommended that payment is made early to 
secure your place.  Expressions of interest so far indicate 
that these workshops may be oversubscribed.  
 

Cheque/money order made out to AgriSolutions 
 

and mailed to P O Box 81, Darnum  VIC  3822  
or  
 

EFT payment to BSB 083 953 Acc 69853 4767  
detailing the name of the registrant (s) 

or 
 

Credit Card Payment: Please Select 

  □ Visa □ Mastercard 
 
 

 
Card Number: 

 
Expiry Date: ____ / _____   
 
(CVV no.  3 Digits on back of card)  ______________ 
 

Cardholder Name: __________________________ 
 

Signature of Cardholder: _____________________ 
 

 
REGISTRATIONS CLOSE   

Friday 17th July, 2009 
 

PLEASE ENSURE YOUR FORM TOGETHER WITH 
PAYMENT IS RECEIVED BY THIS DATE 

 
Tax Invoices will be emailed or issued at the 

Workshop 
Course Costs are GST Inclusive 

 
 
 

FARM READY APPROVED 
FRTC0379 

Proudly presents  
 

Director, Soil Foodweb International 
Australia 

 
Merline Olson 

 for a one day  
 Small Microscope 

Course 
- learning to identify and  

qualitatively assess  
Micro-biology & Compost Teas  

 

8.30am - 5:00pm 
 

Saturday 25th July, 2009 
or  

Sunday 26th July, 2009 
at  

St Paul’s Anglican Grammar School 
Science Laboratory 

150 Bowen Street, Warragul, Vic 3820 
A map can be faxed or emailed to you. 

Please contact the office if this is required 
 

Registration enquiries to:  
 

Carol Olsen 
AgriSolutions Pty Ltd 
Phone/fax 03 5627 8663 

Email: agrisolutions@dcsi.net.au  
 

“Cost effective sustainable solutions for clever farmers” 
FARM READY APPROVED FRTC0379 



 WORKSHOP AIMS: 
• To recognise the critters that are found in teas.  You will 

see different kinds of bacteria, fungi, protozoa, and nema-
todes.  Whilst it is difficult to ID the species or genus level, 
it is possible to get an idea of how much the KINDS of 
bacteria or fungi or protozoa, etc. are changing in your 
tea.  You can monitor your tea brew hourly if you want to 
see the changes in critters as the tea matures. 

• You will do a compost prep as well, so you can see why 
these microscopes don't work really well with compost and 
soil.   

• To provide information on shadowing techniques using 
inexpensive compound microscopes. This is critical.  The 
microscopes used at the SFI Laboratory use DIC, which is 
a shadowing technique, and allows you to clearly see 
things that have the same refractive index as water.  You 
will learn how to mimic this. 

• You will learn to see WHEN your tea is "ready" to 
use.  We will help you learn the cues you need to develop 
for your own system, to know whether the tea is growing 
enough of the right organisms at the right time. 

• You will go through the qualitative assay for determining 
good tea with adequate or even outstanding organisms bio-
mass, or determining "bad" tea that lacks the proper set, or 
kinds, of organisms.   

• To investigate strategies for "fixing" bad tea.  Sometimes it 
should be thrown on some weeds, sometimes you can add 
more compost, or more foods, and bring the tea up to 
par.  We will go over how you know those situations.   
 

WHO SHOULD ATTEND? 
 
• People wanting to gain a greater insight and instruction on 

what is seen through their microscope and how to use this 
information to immediate effect. 

• People who need to monitor and manage their micro-life 
whilst building soils and growing systems into biologically 
active complexes. 

MICROSCOPES:  Microscopes can be ordered from AgriSolu-
tions before the course so they can be supplied on or before the 
day. It is preferred that participants use their own microscopes in 
order to gain individual training on their equipment, but this is not 
essential.  If however you already have a microscope, please notify 
this office with the specifications so that its suitability can be as-
certained for this course and future use in the field . Please contact 
Agrisolutions on 03 5627 8663 for more details.  Microscopes are 
not held in stock and  need to be ordered, so please place orders 
promptly to avoid disappointment. Please note that a small num-
ber of microscopes are available for use during the course in the 
event you were without one, and a range will be available for trial 
if you want to ‘try before you buy’.. 
 
MICROSCOPE SPECIFICATIONS 
It is important that the microscope you  use can “do the job” ade-
quately to provide you with accurate readings.  Minimum specifi-
cations for microscopes deemed suitable by the SFI team are as 
follows: 
• 4x, 10x and 40x objective lenses 
• 10x wide field eye pieces 
• Binocular microscopes are easier to see through but more 

expensive than a monocular scope.  If you intend using your 
microscope frequently a binocular is strongly recommended. 

• Excellent resolution—cheap microscopes generally provide 
cheap resolution and limit the number of organisms that can 
be viewed. High magnification does not always guarantee 
adequate ability to see very small organisms—it must be cou-
pled with high resolution for clear and unhindered viewing. 

 
WHAT TO BRING?  
These are items you will need outside the course so are worth 
purchasing and will be available on the day: 
● Microscope slides and cover slips (18x18mm) 
● Cotton Swabs for cleaning lenses 
● Small labels 
● Transfer Pipettes (approx 1 ml volume) 
● Small, clean containers for sample collection 
● A compost tea sample 
 
 
 

FARM READY APPROVED  
FRTC0379 

Soil Foodweb International 
The Laboratory Measuring 
the Life in Your Soil   

 
The Soil Foodweb International Laboratory in 
Lismore, NSW has been testing soil, compost 
and compost tea in Australia since 2001 and con-
ducted well over 10,000 analyses servicing soil 
manager needs from all walks of life. Soil foods, 
biological inoculants and equipment are also 
tested to ensure they meet the microbiologically 
compatible conditions required to support and 
grow soil life. 
For more details, contact: 

Soil Foodweb International Pty Ltd 
1 Crawford Rd, East Lismore  NSW  2480 

Phone: (02) 6622 5150  
Fax: (02) 6622 5170 

www.soilfoodweb.com.au 
contact@soilfoodweb.com.au 

 
MICROSCOPES AVAILABLE 
AgriSolutions has taken much time and effort to 
find the best range of equipment with the right 
specifications and price ranges to suit your appli-
cations. We stock a small number of outfits, cam-
eras and consumables and source some items on 
order to custom fit your needs. Please contact our 
office to find out what we can do for you in mak-
ing the best possible purchase. We have done the 
legwork and well know the business of getting the 
best equipment to match your requirements and 
budget. As a specialist distributor for Leica, we 
have access to world-leaders in optics and their 
training and support. Other brands can be sourced 
as are consumables kits specific to small micro-
scope use. 

 


